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In an interview during the weekend with James LeMoyne of the New York Times (02/02/88),
contra commander Israel Galeano Cornejo ("Franklin"), 27, said that he intends to keep fighting
even if the US Congress does not renew contra aid. Galeano derives from a peasant family in
Jinotega department. He said he joined the war against the Nicaraguan government in an "effort
to preserve traditional peasant culture." Galeano said he could not accept the Sandinistas'
insistence on the primacy of the ruling party and their efforts to create state cooperatives and
control peasant production by setting crop prices and quotas. According to the contra commander,
the US-financed aerial supply drops had allowed his men to remain in the field and that he
was not greatly concerned that Congress would cut off aid. He also said the war had gone on so
long that peasant families who support the contras had few adult men left to replenish contra
ranks. In 1987, Galeano said, he lost 200 men and inflicted "several hundred" casualties on the
Sandinistas. He said that he was a self-taught guerrilla and that most contra units had improved
their performance markedly in the last year as they learned on the ground how to fight a rebel war.
[Ed. note: Galeano's commitment to preserving "peasant culture" is interesting in reference to a
country where traditionally, the average agricultural worker owned or controlled no land and lived
in absolute poverty. Apparently, it is this state of affairs that Galeano and other contras wish to
preserve. Next, it should be mentioned that the Nicaraguan government directly controls only 13%
of all agricultural production, the rest remaining in private hands.]
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